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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 110557 
ORIGIN E A- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 L-03 LAB-04 SIL-01 DRC-01 EB-08 
/030R 

DRAFTED BY EA/RA:DSHARRIS:JG 
APPROVED BY EA/RA:RJMARTENS 
EA/TIMBS:MEASTON (SUBSTANCE) 

L/EA:SORLINS 

125724 012207Z/62 

R012029ZMAY78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

UNCLAS STATE 110557 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ETRD 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON AMERICAN FIRMS 
REF: A) SINGAPORE 1739, B) STATE 92963 

1 . THE PRIVACY ACT (PUBLIC LAW 93-579) WAS DESIGNED 
TO SAFEGUARD INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY FROM THE MISUSE OF 
FEDERAL RECORDS. IT CONCERNS ITSELF WITH THE RIGHT TO 
PRIVACY OF INDIVIDUALS, INDIVIDUAL IN THIS CASE MEANING 
A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OR AN ALIEN LAWFULLY 
ADMITTED FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE. REF B DID NOT ASK 
FOR ANY INFORMATION ON INDIVIDUALS NOR IS ANY DESIRED. 

THEREFORE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT SEE ANY APPLICABILITY OF 
PRIVACY ACT IN PRESENT CASE. 

2. WE CAN UNDERSTAND THAT SOME FIRMS IF ASKED MIGHT BE 
RELUCTANT VOLUNTARILY TO PROVIDE DATA OF THE TYPE RE- 
QUESTED. WE WISH NEITHER TO TWIST THEIR ARMS INTO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROVIDING IT NOR TO DISCOURAGE THEM FROM DOING SO NOR 
TO ASK FOR IT UNDER ANY FALSE PRETENCES. ALSO, WE DO 
NOT WISH TO PLACE A BURDEN ON POSTS. FOR THAT REASON, 

REF B REQUESTED THE INFORMATION "INSOFAR AS IT IS READILY 
OBTAINABLE OR AVAILABLE IN POST FILES." IT IS ASSUMED 

THAT MOST OF THE INFORMATION REQUESTED IN REF B IS 
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AVAILABLE IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER. 
IN THE EVENT INFORMATION IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 
AND FIRMS SHOULD BE APPROACHED FOR INFORMATION, THEY 
SHOULD BE INFORMED OF THE USE TO WHICH THE INFORMATION 
WILL BE PUT. CHRISTOPHER 
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